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A Survey on Sociocultural Awareness of English Specialization Students
at Tertiary Level Institutions in Myanmar
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Abstract

In Myanmar, English is the only foreign language taught as a compulsory subject at all levels
of formal education. Myanmar learners need the English language skills for academic pursuit,
for better job prospect and for international communication. One of the modules that English
specialization students at the tertiary level have to take is ‘Communicative Skills’ which aims
at the development of students’ all four language skills: listening, reading, speaking and
writing. For Communicative Skills classes, language teaching materials written by native
speakers of English are generally used. Indeed, due to the differences between the two
cultures, English and Myanmar, the sociocultural contents in the coursebooks inhibit the
students’ comprehension and their language development. Thus, it is necessary to discover
how much these contents affect the students’ language learning and to find out ways and
means to help students understand the language input in the course books. In this study, a
questionnaire is set based on the sociocultural contents in Cutting Edge Pre-intermediate, the
prescribed text for Communicative Skills of the first and second year students, and given to
English specialization students at the tertiary level institutions. According to the data
collected, the students’ sociocultural awareness is not satisfactory and their lack of
sociocultural awareness has significant impact on their receptive as well as productive
language use. Among 20 sociocultural factors, the most confusing factors are geographical
features, different measuring units, places in the world and free time activities. Based on the
findings of this study, it is suggested that an extensive reading programme should be
arranged; raising sociocultural awareness of the teachers should be included in teacher
training programmes; and teachers should be provided with necessary sociocultural
information for the teaching materials.
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Introduction

The world has now become a global village in the 21% century. With technology as
well as business becoming widely spread, the English language has become a tool for
crossing international boundaries. English is the language of globalization, international
communication, and commerce and trade.

In Myanmar, English is the only foreign language taught as a compulsory subject
from the primary level up to the tertiary level. The English language serves not only as the
language of academic pursuit and the language of science and technology, but also as the
language of wider communication as well as the language of trade and commerce. These
functions have created the awareness in the general public of Myanmar, of the fact that it is
‘not just the skills of reading but also the ability to speak in English with a certain amount of
fluency and to write in English correctly and effectively’ and consequently, ‘there is an
increasing interest among the general population in acquiring the communicative skills in
English’ (Myo Myint and Poe Poe, 2002). Moreover, it is believed that learning a foreign
language is not simply mastering the language system, but learning about its underlying
culture. Indeed, ELT materials and coursebooks incorporate sociocultural factors to facilitate
the language acquisition. However, these sociocultural factors in the coursebook quite often
hinder the students’ comprehension of the contents due to the difference between the two
cultures, Myanmar and English. Without any understanding of the sociocultural contents in
the coursebook, there will be lack of motivation or interest on the part of students to learn the
target language, let alone to develop their sociocultural awareness.
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Rationale, Aims and Objectives of the Study

Being assigned to teach “Communicative Skills” to English specialization students,
the researcher herself faced some difficulties in teaching Cutting Edge Pre-intermediate
written by Cunningham et al. (2001), a presceribed textbook for the frist year and second year
English specialization students. She also found that the students themselves had difficulties in
doing the exercises, in reading the passages in the coursebook and in performing the
classroom activities. It was difficult to make the students participate in a lively dialogue or
group discussion and it always took the researcher a long time to explain the procedure and to
brainstorm the ideas before doing those activities. The reason is that it includes a number of
sociocultural contents the students are unfamiliar with. For example, the students do not
know important celebrations like Easter, Halloween in Britain and the USA and national
identity like carnivals, barbecues.

Holding the rationale that ELT coursebooks will consist of sociocultural contents, and
the identification of difficult and confusing sociocultural factors is necessary for developing
the communicative skills of English specialization students, this study aims at the
identification of the sociocultural factors that will hinder the students’ language development.
It is also expected to discover why and how the lack of awareness of these sociocultural
factors will have an impact on the development of students’ communicative skills. This study
tries to find out:

1. the significant sociocultural factors that are difficult and confusing for the
Myanmar learners of English in the coursebook Cutting Edge Pre-intermediate

2. how these sociocultural factors interfere with the students’ language use

3. how sociocultural awareness can help or hinder the students in developing
communicative skills in English

4. how the sociocultural awareness helps English language teachers to make their
teaching effective

Literature Review

Concerning the role of culture in language learning, Brown (cited in Tang, 1999)
asserts that “a language is part of a culture and a culture is part of a language”. "Language
cannot be separated completely from the culture in which it is deeply embedded" (Rivers,
1981:315); "language and culture cannot be separated” (Coupland & Jaworski, 1997).
Moreover, Zhang (2006) also states that “due to the inseparable nature of language and
culture, when learning a second or foreign language, one will inevitably encounter a new
culture, since no two cultures are exactly identical and no language can exist in a cultural
vacuum.”

Zaid (1999) cited some scholars who advocate this notion as follows:

"language learners must have knowledge of the cultural and social
background and behavioral styles of the members of the target language
culture: (Lademann, 1992:13). An EFL program must not only help students
become "bilingual”; it must also make them "bicultural® (Chastain,
1976:384).

Therefore, cultural differences have effects on the final outcome of second and
foreign language learning and teaching.

Holding these concepts, the writers of language learning materials include
sociocultural contents so as to make the learners familiar with them and to raise their
sociocultural awareness. Sociocultural contents in the textbooks may help learners to acquire
the cultural knowledge, which enables them to engage authentically with the language use of
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a particular native-speaking community (Kilickaya, 2004). However, as Chlopek (2008)
pointed out, some EFL course books contain texts and activities providing information about
world cultures which are presented with no initial preparation of the students. Garbey (2004)
also states that culture is necessary for a good understanding of language and language is
necessary for an effective understanding of culture. Cultural differences can be obstacles in
language learning.

From the above literature, it is obvious that socio-cultural awareness is of paramount
importance in language learning and teaching. Thus, it is necessary to pay attention to the
socio-cultural points that appear in the course book and to equip learners with socio-cultural
knowledge of the target language.

Methodology

To find out the sociocultural awareness of English specialization students, a model
must be set for the survey of the sociocultural awareness as well as the procedure of the
present study. Therefore, a number of models were studied. Hall (1959) proposed ten primary
message systems that include Interaction, Association, Subsistence, Bisexuality,
Territoriality, Temporality, Learning, Play, Defense, and Exploitation. Categories in Taylor
and Sorenson (1961) model are technology, economy, social organization, political
organization, world view (religion, and philosophy), esthetics, and education. There is also a
subcultural category including biological, geographical, and historical elements. Murdock, et
al. (1971) proposed an extensive model with seven facets as follows:

1. a patterned activity

2. the appropriateness of such an activity under certain circumstances such as time or
place

. the particular subject of the behaviour
. the object toward which the behaviour is directed

3
4
5. some means external to both the subject and the object of the behaviour
6. the purpose of the activity, and

;

. the result of the activity

Nostrand's (1974) mentioned 12 themes that each culture has. They are the lifestyle,
intellectuality, individualism and civil liberty, realism and good sense, law and order,
distributive justice, friendship, love, family, religion, the quest for community, loyalty to the
province, patriotism and its objects.

Byram’s (1993, cited in Cortazzi and Jin, 1999) list of criteria for textbook evaluation
focuses on cultural contents. They are —

social identity and social groups
social interaction

belief and behaviour

social and political institutions
socialization and the life cycle
national history

national geography

stereotypes and national identity
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Valette (1977) also states that representing the culture element in foreign language
teaching in the traditional way includes geography, history, and achievements in the sciences,
the social sciences, and the arts. She proposes the aspects that should be included in a culture
test as follows:

Cultural awareness

Command of etiquette

Understanding of outward cultural differences
Understanding of cultural values

Referring to the models mentioned above, textbook evaluation checklists, and test
items in a culture test, twenty sociocultural factors are categorized for the analysis of
sociocultural contents in the present study. The sociocultural factors that appear very often in
the corusebook and those that are assumed to be difficult for the Myanmar learners of English
are taken into consideration when categorizing the sociocultural contents in the present study.
The sociocultural factors categorized for analyzing sociocultural contents in Cutting Edge
Pre-intermeidate are as follows:

Social interactions

Different measuring units

Personal naming system

Holiday

Sports, games and competitions
Popular brands and names

Free time activities

National identity

Customary traditions and celebrations
10. Man-woman relationship

11. Social class

12. Occupations

13. Famous people

14. Places in the world

15. Places in Britain

16. Foods and eating habits

17. Differences due to climate

18. Different ways of describing people
19. Geographical features

20. Lifestyle

The instrument used in this study is the questionnaire for the survey on sociocultural
awareness. A questionnaire is set, based on the sociocultural contents in the coursebook. The
questionnaire includes closed-response type! questions: multiple choice (MCQ) and matching
and ‘write-in- English’ questions. There are three or four choices in each multiple choice
questions. As Valette (1977) suggests, the matching items in two columns are kept unequal to
minimize the subjects’ opportunities for guessing. These closed-response types are used as it
is easy for the test takers to answer and for the researcher to analyze and interpret. Two
‘write-in-English’ questions ask the subjects to write, in English, the seasons in Myanmar and
adjectives in Myanmar that are used to describe skin complexion.

CoNoO~wWNE

The questionnaire is set both in the Myanmar language and the English language to
minimize the students’ misunderstanding of what is asked in the questionnaire so as to

! questions that can be answered by selecting one from agiven list of options (J. D. Brown, 2001)
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increase the validity of the data on the subjects’ productive and receptive performance in
English.

Table 1. Types of questions and scores in the questionnaire

Types of Questions
No. Groups MCQs | Matching Wgtr%m- Survey? Scores
1 Social interactions 8 8
2 Different measuring units 4 4
3 Personal naming system 4 4
4 Holiday 4 4
5 Sports, games & competitions 4 4
6 Popular brands & names 4 4
7 Free time activities 2 2 2
8 National identity 3 1x3 items 6
9 Customary traditions & 3 1x3 items 6
celebrations
10 Man-woman relationship 4 4
11 Social class 4 4
12 Occupations 3 1 3
13 Famous people 1 3x5 items 16
14 Places in the world 4x5 items 20
15 Places in Britain 1 3x3 items 10
16 Food & eating habits 4 4
17 Differences due to climate 1 2x4 items 1x3 items 12
18 Different ways of describing 3 1x3 items 6
people

19 Geographical features 4x3 items 12
20 Lifestyle 4 4

Total 61 18 (70 items) | 2 (6 items) 3 137

The questionnaire is given to 186 first year students, 198 second year students and
268 third year students specializing in English at East Yangon University, West Yangon
University and Hinthada University. The students’ sociocultural awareness is tested in order
to discover the extent of difficulty for them in understanding the sociocultural contents and
why and how the lack of knowledge about the sociocultural contents in the coursebook
affects the students’ language use and language learning. The questionnaire given to the
students can be seen in Appendix.

The survey on the sociocultural awareness is carried out during the first week and
second week of June 2010. The questionnaire is given to the students by means of group
administration strategy. The students are asked to fill in the questionnaire at one sitting at
their respective universities and they are not allowed to discuss with each other so as to
maximize the reliability of individual’s language performance.

The completely responded questionnaires are selected for data analysis. The SPSS (Statistic
Package for Social Sciences) software is used for data processing to calculate the means and
frequencies of the scores gained by the students.

2 The results of the survey are not counted in the calculation of the score.
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Results and Discussion
Results of the Survey on the Sociocultural Awareness

The results of 652 students for each sociocultural factor can be seen in the table
below. Among the 20 sociocultural factors, the students got high scores for Social
interactions (69.69%) and Personal naming system (69.52%). The students got over 50% of
the score for Sports, games and competitions (56.86%), Customary traditions and
celebrations (52.43%), Man-woman relationship (53.36%), Famous people (51.69%), and

Lifestyle (53.95%).

The students got quite low scores for Geographical features (28.97%), Places in the
world (29.92%), Different measuring units (30.37%) and Free time activities (33.21%).

Table 2. Students' results for each Sociocultural Factor

No. First Year Second Year Third Year All students
Sociocultural factors (186) (198) (268) (652)
Score % Score % Score % Score %
1 | Social interactions 931 | 62,57 | 1153 | 72.79 | 1547 | 72.15 | 3631 | 69.61
2 | Different measuring units 199 | 26.75 241 | 30.43 352 | 32.84 792 | 30.37
3 | Personal naming system 449 | 60.35 559 | 70.58 805 | 75.09 | 1813 | 69.52
4 | Holiday 358 | 48.12 363 | 45.83 497 | 46.36 | 1218 | 46.70
5 | Sports, games and 387 | 52.02 438 | 55.30 658 | 61.38 | 1483 | 56.86
competitions
6 | Popular brands and names 331 | 44.49 342 | 43.18 544 | 50.75 | 1217 | 46.66
7 | Free time activities 102 | 27.42 146 | 36.87 185 | 34.51 433 | 33.21
8 | National identity 395 | 35.39 451 | 37.96 617 | 38.37 | 1463 | 37.40
9 | Customary traditions and 551 | 49.37 647 | 54.46 853 | 53.05 | 2051 | 52.43
celebrations
10 | Man-woman relationship 335 | 45.03 431 | 54.42 623 | 58.12 | 1389 | 53.26
11 | Social class 294 | 39.52 324 | 40.91 433 | 40.39 | 1051 | 40.30
12 | Occupations 247 | 33.20 264 | 33.33 413 | 38.53 924 | 35.43
13 | Famous people 1315 | 44.19 | 1596 | 50.38 | 2481 | 57.86 | 5392 | 51.69
14 | Places in the world 899 | 24.17 | 1122 | 28.33 | 1880 | 35.07 | 3901 | 29.92
15 | Places in Britain 680 | 36.56 777 | 39.24 935 | 34.89 | 2392 | 36.69
16 | Food and eating habits 290 | 38.98 343 | 43.31 477 | 4450 | 1110 | 42.56
17 | Differences due to climate 833 | 37.32 916 | 38.55 | 1254 | 38.99 | 3003 | 38.38
18 | Different ways of 470 | 42.11 559 | 47.05 801 | 49.81 | 1830 | 46.78
describing people
19 | Geographical features 600 | 26.88 690 | 29.04 977 | 30.38 | 2267 | 28.97
20 | Lifestyle 323 | 4341 460 | 58.08 624 | 58.21 | 1407 | 53.95
Total Score 9989 39.18 11822 43.58 16956 46.18 38767 43.40

As seen in the following table, the total mean score of the students is 59.46. The first
year students got the lowest score, the second year students gained higher score than the first
year students and the third year students got the highest score. It is possible to say that the
students have improved their sociocultural awareness after they have learned the coursebook.
However, the average score gained by all students is less than 50% of the given score. Thus,
it can be concluded that the students’ sociocultural awareness is not satisfactory.

Table 3. Total mean scores and the average scores of the students

First Year | Second Year | Third Year | All Students
Total mean score 53.67 59.70 63.27 59.46
Percentage (%) 39.18 43.50 46.18 43.40
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The results of the students reveal that the students were not well aware of the
differences in sociocultural factors between Myanmar and English.

Discussion

Almost all the sociocultural factors discussed in this study are found to be significant
in the teaching and learning of English in the Myanmar EFL context. Among the 20 factors
studied, the factors that have serious effect on the students are Different measuring units,
Free time activities, Places in the world and Geographical features. The students gained less
than 35% of the scores for these factors in responding to the questionnaire. The students
seemed to be bound to the measuring units commonly used in Myanmar, and they were found
unable to guess the equivalent measurement for the metre in feet, and for the kilometer in
miles. The results also reveal that the students were unfamiliar with such free time activities
as going to the gym, going on a picnic, going away for the weekend, going to a disco and
driving in the country. The students were also unfamiliar with the expressions relating to the
way the British and Americans spend their free time like ‘nightlife’.

The students’ knowledge about Places in the world, is quite limited. No place given in
the questionnaire is known by more than 50% of the students. The places almost unknown to
the students are Golden Gate Bridge, Siberia, and Greenland.

Regarding Geographical features, though many students knew the features which are
very popular in the world such as the Nile River, the longest river in the world, their
knowledge about the lakes in the world such as Lake Titicaca, Loch Ness, Lake Superior is
very limited.

Other significant factors include Differences due to climate, Holiday, Popular brands
and names, Social class, and Food and eating habits. The Differences due to climate are also
found out to be obstacles for the students in comprehension as well as in producing correct or
appropriate English expressions. For example, a Myanmar student cannot understand an
English man’s remark ‘I want to go somewhere hot’ because Myanmar people always long
for going to a cool or cold place to avoid hot and humid tropical weather they have almost
throughout the year. The students were not able to guess very well what the country in Britain
is like in each season. Moreover, many students were unable to write the Myanmar seasons in
English. They did not notice that the word ‘summer’ is not the appropriate expression for the
hot season in Myanmar because the hot season in Myanmar is much hotter than the summer
in Britain, and so is ‘winter’ as the cold season in Myanmar is not as cold as the winter in
Britain.

The results of the survey also reveal that the meaning of the word ‘holiday’ itself is
confusing for the Myanmar learners of English. To many Myanmar students, the weekends
(Saturday and Sunday) were also holiday and they did not know the other meaning of
‘holiday’ which is ‘period or time spent travelling or resting away from home’. Moreover,
they were not aware of the fact that going on holiday is popular recreation for people in
Britain and many people try to have a holiday every year. Moreover, the students did not
know the popular holiday destinations in Britain.

The students’ knowledge about Popular brands and names is also unsatisfactory.
Most of the students did not know much about popular brands and names such as Harrods
Porsche, and Rolls Royce.

The results of the survey also show that the students’ knowledge about Food and
eating habits is also insufficient. They did not know how a European meal is served, which is
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the main meal of the British people in a day, and the expressions to order European food in a
restaurant.

Furthermore, the expressions that describe a person’s physical appearance are
confusing for the students. They did not know the correct meanings of the expressions like
‘grey hair’ and ‘fair hair’ and the adjectives to describe a person’s skin complexion. The
practices of ‘dating’ in Britain and the US and those in Myanmar are quite different and thus,
the students find it difficult to understand the expressions relating to this concept such as ‘my
date’, ‘go out with’, ‘separated’, ‘divorced’, ‘dating agency’, ‘speed dating’, etc.

Although the students scored high for Social interactions and Personal naming
system, these factors have serious effect on the communication skills because the appropriate
social formulas or conversational routines are important for naturalness as well as mutual
understanding in real-life conversation. Regarding Social interactions, the results showed that
the students were not aware of the formulaic expressions, especially for formal greeting and
responding to thanks. The students seemed to be confused with the expressions ‘How are
you?’ and ‘How do you do?’ In addition, they are unlikely to recognize that the expression
“‘Hi!” is used in formal situation. Moreover, the students were not able to use some formulaic
expressions such as ‘It’s my pleasure’ to respond to thanks and ‘Sorry?’ to ask someone to
say something again. The students seemed to communicate in the way Myanmar people
speak as they were influenced by Myanmar culture and/ or as they were not aware of the
English conversational styles. Moreover, they produced improper responses such as “Really?,
and The hairdresser suggested this style” to a compliment like “You've changed your
hairstyle — it's really nice, | like it." resulting from the influence by Myanmar culture to show
modesty.

The students, being confused with address forms, committed such errors as “Mr./
Mrs./ Ms./ Miss + first name” without an ‘obligatory surname’ and ‘Mrs. + the name of a
single woman’. Being influenced by Myanmar naming system® the students used such
inappropriate address forms. Communication can be affected in some way by using those
improper addressing terms. Moreover, many students did not seem to know the fact that the
title ‘Ms.” is used before a woman’s name if her marital status is unknown or if she does not
want to let other people know her marital status. If the students do not understand the English
naming system, they will not know the marital status and the relationships of the people.

The results of the survey proved that lack of awareness on these sociocultural factors
not only affects the students’ understanding of an input but also inhibits their communicative
skills. For example, as the students did not know the free time activities of the British and
Americans like going camping, they cannot choose the appropriate question, ‘Have you
checked if your tent is OK?’ to someone who said ‘We’re going camping’.

In the survey, the students communicated in the ways that Myanmar people speak and
they also behave according to Myanmar conventions. For example, many students chose ‘Do
you like it?’ instead of the appropriate expression ‘It’s my pleasure’ to respond to someone
who said “Thank you very much for your birthday present”. The students had negative or
different attitudes towards the jobs such as nightclub singer and babysitter. They did not
know the jobs which rarely or do not exist in Myanmar community. It is also found that the
students were more familiar with general or more popular information than the specific ones.
More students knew ‘the Sahara’ than any other deserts, ‘US open’ than other competitions,

3 There is no surname or first name in Myanmar and thus, women do not have to change their name after getting
married. The title ‘Ma and Daw’ is used for women in Myanmar depending on the age, and rank or social
status, without considering their marital status.
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‘the Fiffel Tower’ than other national identities and ‘the Mona Lisa’ than other famous names
and products.

Lacking the knowledge of the English conversational styles*, the students cannot
produce the appropriate expressions in real communication (e.g. improper responses to
compliments, improper greeting) and they will not be understood by their conversational
partners. They may face embarrassing or awful situations in communicating with people of
different cultures.

The main reason for this interference is the difference between the two cultures:
English and Myanmar. Myanmar conversational styles are different from those of English. So
do the personal naming systems, traditions, customs, behaviour, value system, and way-of-
life patterns. Being in a developing country, the social institutions and Myanmar people’s
way-of-life patterns are different from those in English-speaking countries which are well-
developed countries. Thus, Myanmar students did not fully understand what vending
machines, credit cards, insurance, insurance claims, and parking metres are and how they are
used.

The mistakes that the students made in responding to the questionnaire show that their
lack of sociocultural awareness hinders the students’ ability to understand a context and to
produce correct language in communication. Moreover, the results and findings in this study
also prove that it is necessary to raise the students’ sociocultural awareness to develop their
communicative skills.

According to Widdowson (1978), learning a language involves not only acquiring the
ability to compose correct sentences but also acquiring the ability to appreciate the language
input. To make students able to appreciate the language input, the teachers have to make the
students fully understand the sociocultural contents. The more the students can appreciate the
teaching materials, the more they will be enthusiastic to practise the language and the more
motivated they will be in language learning.

To sum up, the survey also shows that though the overall achievement of the students’
sociocultural awareness is unsatisfactory due to the cultural and societal differences between
English and Myanmar, there is a gradual improvement of the students from the first year to
the third year. Thus, it is possible to make a point that the sociocultural contents in the
coursebook make students aware of the sociocultural differences to some extent. It is also
found that the sociocultural factors are significant in the development of communicative
skills of English specialization students and as the awareness of these factors will improve the
students’ productive and receptive language use and enhance the comprehension skills.

Pedagogic Implications and Suggestions

The results of the survey spotlight the need to raise the sociocultural awareness of the
students. Lado (1964: 25) states that one of the goals in learning a foreign language is to be
able to understand the speech and writing of native speakers of that language. Moreover,

Rivers (1981) points out that language is an integral part of functioning the social
system. Therefore, one must have cultural as well as societal knowledge for comprehension
in communication.

4 Bader Dweik used this term in the article, The role of Culture in EFL Textbook Evaluation
downloaded from http://www.atel-1b.org/conferences/elt/rolecultr.html
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Holmes (2001: 125) asserts that “we adapt our talk to suit our audience and talk
differently to different people” (cited in Herawati and Verniranda, 2005). Moreover,
Herawati and Verniranda (2005) also state that, to be a successful communicator, one needs
to have cultural awareness. However, which culture the learners should be introduced
becomes a problem because English today is a language of international communication and
no longer viewed as the property of the English-speaking people, particularly Britain and the
United States® and learners in the EFL contexts need English for international
communication, not just to communicate with native speakers of English. In response to this
problem, Herawati and Verniranda (2005: 202-3) states that ‘it is best to start with knowledge
on cultures and society of the Inner Circle® countries — the Britain, the USA, and Australia’.
The learners should also be encouraged to be aware of the use of English in the Outer Circle’
countries. The knowledge about other cultures should also be imparted to make the learners
reflect on the local culture and to understand how to use the language appropriately. Thus, it
can be concluded that understanding the culture of native speakers of English is more
important than understanding the other cultures.

Holding these basic concepts concerning the inclusion of sociocultural aspects in the
teaching and learning English, and based on the findings of this study, the following
pedagogic implications can be drawn.

1. An extensive reading programme should be arranged using the available resources
such as easy readers, newspapers, magazines so as to make the students exposed to
the English language to raise their sociocultural awareness. (See Bamford and Day,
2004)

2. Raising sociocultural awareness of the teachers should be taken into consideration
in teacher training programmes to improve their professional competence (See Lado
19648).

3. The teachers should be provided with necessary sociocultural information for the
teaching materials.

Moreover, the teachers should also check the sociocultural contents in the lesson that
may be confusing for the students in advance and think of one of the following ways to
present them.

1. Use such teaching aids as pictures (of famous people, important celebrations, etc.),
charts, maps, conversion rates, and other information while teaching and put some of
them on the wall of the class.

2. Give activities — pair or group work — to find information about sociocultural contents
using the internet, the library, or other available resources. The students should share

® Richards (2002)

& Inner circle includes the USA, UK, and Australia (Mckay, 2002:10 cited in Herawati & Veniranda,
2005).

" Quter circle includes countries such as Singapore and India, where English is used as an official language
(McKay, 2002:10 cited in Herawati & Veniranda, 2005).

8 Lado (1964) states that the students cannot go far into the target language without facing differences in
cultural meanings because the meanings expressed in a language are largely culturally determined. To help
the students the teacher must have knowledge of specific facts concerning the culture and some
understanding of the major patterns of thought, beliefs, traditions and values that account for the way the
people live and behave and give significance to their accomplishments. Furthermore, something of the
history, geography, and origins of the people who speak the language is necessary for an understanding of
the culture and is therefore a qualification for professional competence (pp.9-10).
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the information collected by means of group presentation, or putting notes or posters
on the bulletin board in the class (See Rivers, 1981, and Hughes, 1984).

3. Activate students’ interest by raising questions (e.g. for a product brand name, what it
is, how it is used, who values it) whenever a sociocultural point appears in the lesson,
even in a grammar exercise.

4. Ask students to locate the places in the lesson on the map posted in the classroom
whenever they come across the places they are not familiar with.

5. Ask students to convert a measurement in the unit of one kind into another by using
the conversion rates posted on the wall of the classroom or give the equivalent
measurement in another unit.

6. Ask students to do contextual analysis of a dialogue or of a reading passage with the
modification of the procedure proposed by McConachy (2008) using Hymes’s (1972)
SPEAKING model®.

7. Use additional exercises and tasks to widen students’ sociocultural knowledge, to
activate the students’ interest in sociocultural factors and differences, and to make
them aware of the sociocultural differences.

8. Collect pictorial materials which will bring many of the lessons to life (Rivers, 1981).
Use them to present an authentic cultural setting, and post them on the bulletin board
or on the wall as attractive classroom decoration.

In conclusion, extensive reading programme for the students, raising sociocultural
awareness of the teachers in the teacher training programme, providing the teachers with
reliable resources and additional sociocultural information for a particular coursebook,
training the teachers to check sociocultural contents in the courebooks in advance are
possible ways to raise the sociocultural awareness of the students.

Conclusion

The results of the survey reveal that the students’ sociocultural awareness is not
satisfactory. All the 20 sociocultural factors are found to be confusing for the Myanmar
learners of English, but the most confusing and difficult factors for the students in this study
are Geographical features, Places in the world, Different measuring units, and Free time
activities.

The lack of awareness on these sociocultural factors has a significant impact on the

students’ receptive as well as productive language performance and these sociocultural
factors significantly affect the students’ language use and language learning. The reason may
be because of the cultural and societal differences between English and Myanmar.
This research has dual effects: diagnostic and prognostic. It is diagnostic because it discovers
the difficulties of Myanmar learners and their inappropriate use of language due to the lack of
sociocultural awareness. It is prognostic because the findings highlight the possible problem
areas for Myanmar learners of English so that the teachers can find relevant remedial work to
be taken into action.

In conclusion, this study highlights the significance of sociocultural factors that most
Myanmar learners encounter in comprehending their English language learning materials and
in communicating with people from different cultures. It is hoped that the present research

® McConachy (2008) summarizes the components of SPEAKING framework as follows: Setting (the physical
circumstances), Participants (the speaker, hearer, or other present at the setting), Ends (the motives of the
participants), Act sequences (types of speech acts and the way they are sequenced according to role relation of
the participants), Key (the general tone of conversation), Instrumentalities (the style of speech), Norms (rules
for interaction) and Genre (the kind of speech event)
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will be beneficial to some extent for English language teaching and learning situation in
Myanmar.
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APPENDIX Questionnaire
Name: Class: Date:

Socioal Interactions
Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.

N C N N &€ OC o o ¢ Cco [} N N NP N N < <
1. p§aCs CVLIBOYPMEGSOD FOVOMQ: BOIEYOOOIIM) GOZ CQIC VC VPO §OIVM VPO §O¢I
(How will you greet an English friend if you meet him/her while you're going for a walk in the evening?)

(a) Where are you going? ( )
(b) What are you doing here? ( )
(c) Good evening. ( )
2. 26350pq]:8056830068:00 2063 "You've changed your hairstyle - it's really nice, I like it."

ope(grag € 20Cep5a3, [0§e(0oepSspSan (How would you respond to a friend who said to you, ""You've
changed your hairstyle - it's really nice, | like it."? You would say:)

(@) Oh, thanks. ( )
(b) Really? ( )
(c)  The hairdresser suggested this style. ( )

N g OC o Co C c O ¢ O ¢ N < (o] [o] C c O
3. OD§6§G§QIO(Y) 390(\)0(\&6[”_2(7)@83?(} 39(\?00’)%)3908(73 GmmeOQCRIC Q&R (Tf 20C @E&?o

§(052005605 $p52 (How will you greet a person when your British manager introduces him to you ?)

(@) How do you do? ( )
(b) How are you? ( )
© Hil ( )

4. eooo@oe@ eSIEN ﬁ:@oé:éjﬁ% 035 3950%50&97[: C\?(C)G(S’SO%E(D(TS m<§§: o ooéor% "Have a nice

weekend!" vy elgoagié EepSa3, [§eoo epdSepSan (How will you respond to a British colleague who
says, "Have a nice weekend" on Fridan evening before he/she leaves the office? You will say:)

() Yes. ( )
(b) Same to you. ( )
(c) OK. C )

5. 26038cpq]:0o63: o> "Thank you for your birthday present.” oy eooog€ € ©pSa3, (08¢0
eé§é3n (How will you reply to an British friend who says 'thank you' for your birthday present to him/her?)

(a) It's my pleasure. )

(b) Yes.

(c) Do you like it? )

6. 20C ecwoo%ooo:oopé 39(\?56100&509 a8eo00 8cgeagm<§§:m "I'm so happy you got the job.
Congratulations!” 0y ¢[oocooogE EepSa3, (0&e(gpepSspS:n (How will you respond to a friend who
congratulates you as you've got the job you applied for? You will say:)

(a) Thank you.

(b) Never mind. ( )
(c) Yes. ( )

C < &€ OC Cco < < < o O < <
7. 30(:308 390(000’3@83 ?9 ®(DO:G[§OG§®8 ORQ@)OODE)_\,? ®m0::39qn_°(7? @0:@(\78@ we@q:go
[0§ce:daqié 208 6538, elgpepSspSan (What will you politely say to a British friend if you want him/her
to repeat what he/he has said?)

0 —~ —~ —~
~—

(a) What? ( )
(b) Sorry? ( )
(c) Repeat! ( )

8. oagg(r?? C\?(SG(S’S(‘T%(%O(YS 39503&\?91: 3333808@&303055: o> "I'm getting married." ) G[;)OC\\ZIE 20¢
09523, [0§6[00oo¢a0§05:n (Choose the most suitable phrase that you might use to address a Brigish
colleague of yours who comes to say to you, "I'm getting married.")
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(a) Congratulations! ( )
(b) Really? ( )
(c) With whom? ( )

Different Measuring Units

Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.

L =aqp: 2.6807 :Dé coIOM 330:[59(5 eégméoo§[g_§:|| (What is the length in feet equilavent to 1. 8
metres in feet?)

(@) Geoss§, (about 6 feet) ( )
(b) geo1 Boongss, (about 5 feet and 6 inches) ( )
() 9eoss, (about 5 feet) ( )

2. 95083 20p5 eolCepSyg eovogpdan (What is the weight in pound equilavent to 55 kilograms in
pounds?)

(@) oJ9 eolé a4, (about 125 pounds) ( )

(b) o0¢) colC a§, (about 105 pounds) ( )

(€) @9 eolé a4, (about 95 pounds) ( )

3. 205§ 09308 0€030§05 05 Snduoacu3ad epdg §aospSan (What is the temperature in degree
Fahrenheit equivalent to 35°C in degree Fahrenheit?)

(@) oog gmglmqéo%(rg (105" F) ( )

(b) 9 §m?1®oq&r3(rg (95" F) ( )

(©) o5 Sonduoqcu3ad (85 F) ( )

4. ogcﬁgooogoo 331:33&5 (%8@0]5:@9_5 ql ogoeo:oag?&g:u (What is the distance in mile queivalent to 300
Kilometres in miles?)

(@) 8¢ oo &, (about 190 miles) ( )
(b) §E osj0 a4, (about 150 miles) ( )
(c) 8¢ 200 &, (about 100 miles) ( )

Personal Naming System
Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.
1. Mr. Brown @l ed: 03 o0& 6p5a3, ealepSepSan (How will you address Mr. Brown's wife?)

(a) Mrs. Brown ( )
(b) Miss Brown ( )
(c) Ms. Brown ( )

2. Susan Smith 2005 Charlie Brown ¢ conScobagié oqesi aaepd ©p5a3 [6epS§pS:n (Which name do
you use to refer to Susan Smith if she has got married to Charlie Brown.?)

(a) Susan Smith ( )
(b) Susan Brown ( )
(c) Susan Smith Brown ( )

3. 335339_5 Kate Carson sgeéﬁeaao 3.991:338:0003@ cf)f 335;@0005%’1@%’1 326203230 GOSOi]é
esl mepS 03 ©pSad, eqzepSspS:n (Which title is the most suitable to refer to a woman named Kate
Carson when you don't know whether she is married or single?)

(@) Mrs. Kate Carson ( )
(b) Miss Kate Carson ( )
(c) Ms. Kate Carson ( )
4. 08ss mgs qC:8:0000 Bodesy Mr. Alex Peterson o 20& 6p503 eslepSenSen (How will you

address your close friend named Mr. Alex Peterson?)

(a) Alex ( )
(b) Mr. Peterson ( )
(c) Mr. Alex ( )

Holiday
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Tick the most suitable answers from the given lists.

1. 20¢8056ag0068:00 "I went on holiday to the Caribbean last month." we(googE 20¢8o5eagaan:
Gsaoorgohlee:g& (Q) 39 eéwéea:g%:o@ e@:epé@p_gzn (Which question will you ask to a friend who
says, "l went on holiday to the Caribbean last month."?)

(a) Did you enjoy sunbathing at the beach? ( )
(b) Did you see any interesting wild animals? ( )
(c) Did you have to wear warm clothes? ( )

2. @[ég ooéeg@ﬁ aqaaogcrg G@S@o?eo)ooo ogé "Win a holiday to the Bahamas!" v eq:ooo:cqjé og:né
epéoaéc 390:0)861(539&%%3@@139@1:39@0: @éeé;?é:n (What kind of holiday can the winner have
according to the expression in the advertisement, "Win a holiday to the Bahamas!"?)

(@) Skiing Holiday ( )
(b) Shopping Holiday ( )
(c) Beach Holiday ( )

3. "My last holiday was in South East Asia" vjeooo ooe(o3pC:e  “last holiday" o3 20d
eéo%o‘?o:méoo‘?é:u (What do you understand by the expression "last holiday" in the sentence "My last
holiday was in South East Asia™?)

(@) [8:30000 oesl cgheg Sodqod (Last weekend) ( )

(0) [B:36200 320:005605¢pS Bo5q05 @gciognidean o ( )
(The trip during last holidays)

(€) [B:3e000 3209200560595 Bo5qo5 (Last vacation) ( )

4. "Waking up on a sunny morning during my holidays (when | know I have a whole day ahead to do the
things | really like doing) makes me feel good.” eoc(o30é:03¢ ©moE(goag20p5 ©p52005 esep o3¢
§oopS0p 20& cololovgpSan (Where do you think the speaker is when he/she says the sentence, "Waking up

on a sunny morning during my holidays (when I know | have a whole day ahead to do the things I really like
doing) makes me feel good™?)

(@) m:m@q(ﬁﬂé?)orqugasogé: 3’35085 (At home during holidays) ( )

(b) 330:(\)5610’351&580561053?1:&30:@@5(@0)(5 oqooeu?or% ( )
p5:82005 0>0esepepozC (At a hotel or somewnhere else during holidays)

() o1 oogbheg 305605 33603C (At home during weekends) ( )

Sports, Games and Competitions
Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.

1."He won the US Open in 1999." @oe@oé:ogé on%aﬁoapé @éwégm:mm: (?p_g:ogéag%éqoot?p_g:n
(Which kind of sport did the person win, in the sentence, "He won the US Open in 1999"?)

(@) o>C:96 (Tennis) ( )
(b) eeop: (Swimming) ( )
(c) condeono (Baseball) ( )

N O < N N

2. "He went to Doncaster races.” oo¢[03C:e "races” 20pS ©p52095 [§1EQ03 qpdpgs: 20§pSan (What does
the word "races" refer to in the sentence, "He went to Doncaster races."?)

@ ¢o:e§06(QCQ  (track and field sports) ( )
(b) (6€:Q (horse racing) ( )
(€©) ©2q235(BCg (Marathon) ( )
3. "l love watching competitons on TV, especially Formula 1 races." @oe@oé:? "Formula 1 races" cf’f

0p5005(B€Q 7 ¢ co€aogpSen (Which competition do you think "Formula 1 race" is in the sentence "I
love watching competitions on TV, especially Formula 1 races"?)

(@ eqoGEQ (Swimming competition) ( )

(b) oooeenc:(BIEQ (Motor racing) ( )

(€) ©oq3§[3€Q (Marathon) ( )
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N N cC o O O o c N < N cOo ¢ [o]
A0 aH (e ValicZatoalat Yo sHea oIS HY Healioalatev o volable =N e@omoooo GA0D WEOOER M)
630000 or%aaa‘?ogcf eéwéom:mm:o% m@o:sﬁ m@eo:eé@é:n (Which sport would you advise a
friend to take up who likes to do advanterous sport but who is really afraid of being drown?)

(a) You should take up windsurfing. ( )
(b) You should take up scubadiving. ( )
(c) You should take up skydiving. ( )

Popular Brands and Names
Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.

1.33(?:805@&3 ooo%@:m aﬁée@éewo oqgé:qp: 39@@05: e@ne@@é "This Posche is really fast, so | like
it very much." o e[g)ocqjé eéoop_s oggé:a@e@oé: oroe G[g)oe@:)aéu? 208 wéoqoa@é:u (Which
possession is your friend talking when he says, "This Posche is really fast, so I like it very much."?)

(a) ooz 0o08: (acar) ( )
(b) ©0525:0008: ( a bicycle) ( )
() 65602583 M5 8: (a motorcycle) ( )

2. “He is planning to steal the Mona Lisa tonight.” ooe{o>oC: ¢ "Mona Lisa" or?? ooéeéof?)n @o:mé
aa.§la_§:u (What do you think "Mona Lisa" is in the sentence “He is planning to steal the Mona Lisa tonight.”?)

(@) 8%:0’)@0}:000352 (agirl) ( )
(b) o%:(ﬁﬂf)o?ooé? (a statue) ( )
(c) o:%:aﬁmo:ooo%qlcc) (a painting) ( )

3. "He usually drives a Rolls Royce." @oe@y)é: 34 o:?oicgﬁo%:gozeqz 39@[§sac§ eéofﬁo gpopé e 20¢
ooéoac?p_S:n (What do you think of the financial status of a person who usually drives a Rolls Royce."? He is:)

(a) 2ooe§390¢ (neither rich nor poor) ( )

(b) 325p5:ca5(gpd§20pS (rich) ( )

() 303§])6:0000005 ( very rich) ( )

4. "We're going to Harrods tomorrow!" ooc(o3ol:me 29903, esad(es m0cad[mepd vp ¢
ooé:;ot?p_oc:n (What are the people in the sentence "We're going to Harrods tomorrow!" doing?)

(@) eqion5a30:(36pS (They are going shopping.) ( )

(b) [GeooS(3pS(3epS (They are going to the theatre.) ( )

(©) 965E[2p5(mepS  (They are going to the cinema.) ( )

Free Time Activities

Tick the most suitable answers from the given lists.

1. oaéoap_ac 805@3@ 03552(73 :D(E@Ls'ae oCs G@O@G§®é oo "What about nightlife in your
city/town?" 03 eezaqié 208ep5a3, elg epSspSen (How would you answer a friend who asked you about
‘nightlife" in your town or city? )

(@) We don't usually work at night, most people don't go out. ( )
(b) My city/ town is safe and you can go anywhere even at night. ( )
(c) There aren't many places to go at night. There's only a

club and some restaurants. ( )

2. aocggogeagmoggzm "We're going camping.” o?c;[;)ocqlé 630050l GQ:@%:&}:Q 39§0r§ eéaoé°
c6:3§:03 co:6p5§p5:1 (Which question would you ask to a friend who said, "We're going camping.?)

(@ Which hotel are you staying at? ( )
(b) Have you checked if your tent is OK? ( )
(c) Have you arranged a car to go to the interesting places there? ( )

C cCoc¢ C C o < < C < < o [
3. DDC‘gﬁ 3’30:(\)06?_]@ O’o)C GG’SO(Y)O']O’[)GS’BE%(Y)? 330[;)[(\?0@@(7?_] %O@:G@@C: E{J’D:O’? Gg_:&u(l) O] 1]
(Choose the freetime activities that you usually do.)
(a) read interesting books ( ) (e) listen to music ( )
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(b) play a musical instrument ( ) (f) exercise or play sports ( )
(c) work around the house ( ) (g) watch TV ( )
(d) drive around in a car ( ) (h) spend time alone ( )

or with friends
4. ®Gc?|ooc?(é)e.g 8(736‘[0’3(788 GM(%O]U%g;@US@ 20¢ @Lo?éemoﬁqpap_so%on% GQZQIOSO’] 1 (Which
activities do you do at the weekend?)
(a) go on a picnic (
(b) drive in the country
(c) do housework
(d) go shopping
(e) attend a class

(f) go to adisco (
(9) go to the gym (
(h) stay at home and study (
(i) go away for the weekend (
(j) go to a concert/ movie/ theatre (

— N
N N N N

(
(
(
(

National Identity

A. Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.

1. "People dance Samba at carnivals in my country." ooc(o3pC:q) “"camivals” §eor520p5 epSoopi&Eeayc
€003 eord(gdspSen (Which country do you think celebrate 'the carvinals' in the sentence "People
dance Samba at carnivals in my country."?)

(a) Britain ( )
(b) Australia ( )
(c) Brazil ( )

2. "I'm writing this card from the Eiffel Tower." oog(o3oC:me ooeq:oqo0ps epda0py &8¢ o3d
cqpod§iesa0§p5: (Where do you think the writer is when he says "I'm writing this card from the Eiffel
Tower."?)

(a) Italy ( )
(b) Spain ( )
(c) France ( )

3. " Barbecues” 20p5 ©p520p5, §E&&N p(03|0dmgpiad: Fenimeo (96a0§pS5:m (In Which country is
"Barbecues" the most popular food?)

(a) The United States ~ ( )
(b) Britain ( )
(c) Australia ( )

B. Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer (the
number of the second column) in the given space.

4. 630050] gééqp: c§.<§ 95:%56({]0:035 C\R@L(YSSQQ_]O:;X%: m:m@o@é:qp:o% u}éoré(ﬂ I (Match the
county and one of the sports which is the most popular there.)

(a) The United States o Football
(b) Britain Ji Windsurfing
(c) Australia Q1 Baseball

i Tennis

QL Golf

Customary Traditions and Celebrations

A. Tick the most suitable answers from the given lists.

1.30(:780’363% SQ(E)C\%(SQRQTLS CY)OS@: G§@G(D’.)é:6j Gm:ﬁmﬁ@@@é Lf.e OJO’)EZ@O:GOD’SC\)E);%\Z &Dé&)é
< C oc < < "] C N c O C C N N

POYOQPECs ﬁ W OOCI6E: BIAPNJKCAYIC 630 (Q)§>39§oogs ©epOVPOT) VCAO PO (What

would you do if you heard one of your British friends was hospitalized while your were too busy to go to the

hospital? You will: )

@) euo! 3%00035: o>:>aé: m:ﬁe@e@f o)o:o)epsaaﬁL (céoeo:epj ( )
(send some nuturious food such as Horlicks and Ovaltine.)
(b) G@O:(%:O’]:@ 39[595 aoéooog‘%éooal GgSQQ?"_o c?po:eé ( )

(send some money for medicines)
(c) 39@$ G@@%Gmé:cﬂe@ Splctevia) aqemoé:m§§ 005@0:0’35@ ( )
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0§:0060p5: 3 cozenS (send a card whishing "Get well soon!" or a card and a bunch of flowers.)
2. 260350ug]: 068: oo "The bit | really enjoy is the traditional dinner with turkey, roast potatoes and
vegetables." uf(;[gocgjé c320050l Qeoogq_p:oc\)? eéoapégeoo&rof b qé&g%:ooé 0 20¢
oRao:Dc?é:n (Which festival does the speaker refer to in the sentence "The bit I really enjoy is the traditional
dinner with turkey, roast potatoes and vegetables."?)

(a) Easter ( )
(a) Christmas ( )
(a) Halloween ( )

3. 26c83apqfj:0265: o> "I'm staying at home on that day. | need to keep a bag of sweets and some small
change ready." o?e@ocgjé eé&)égem&;@, (r% N qé&g%:(ﬂ:n@é:n (Which festival does a British
mean in the sentence "I'm staying at home on that day. | need to keep a bag of sweets and some small change
ready."?)

(a) Easter ( )
(b) Christmas ( )
(c) Halloween ( )

B. Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer (the
number of the second column) in the given space.
4. eago(rgoqgeorﬁqp:@é Go:ooo:eoooe§eq_|o:o$ Q?éogcﬂ 1 (Match the festivals and the dates on which they

are celebrated.)

(@) Christmas on 31 October
(b) Halloween Ju 4 November
(c) Easter Q1 25 December

i the first Sunday following the 21st of March after the fullmoon

Man-woman Relationship
Tick the most suitable answer in the given list.
1. "Another Friday night without a date! What can | doie wpeooneoc(oolie 8emse ommad: o
20E6p5a3,§9:00p5 080521 (How do you understand the word 'date’ in the following expression?
"Another Friday night without a date! What can | do?")
(a) oieﬁo%gmésfs@og(rg 3908330q_l qorgooorgeforgooo:@é: ( )
(A fixed appointment to do something)
(b) %@ﬁ%@(ﬂé:%&)é:@f):?éo eogoa@qé chc%:acoeooo:@é: ( )
(An appointment to meet friends.)
(c) qé:@o: (:>$°eo?or§) @qj)[::)agu sac{])t:ooo: mo§§:§éa
oc ¢ @ _¢ N
3/$:603.9% o:oeooo:@c: ( )
(An appointment to meet a boyfriend/ a girlfriend.)
2.[803§8E203¢ "Dating Agency” coSc§:a005 ©p5a0p5086800C0|03 cotan a5z (Which services does
a "Dating Agency" offer in Britain?)

(a) First date 33080'3 C?'ach%l csepP ®33éor?>° o?méeozooén ( )
(Arrange place, time, etc. for the first date.)

(b) First date 330308 Gl(YSGQ_:SHQSODO%?OSGO:ODéII ( )
(Fix a date for the first date.)

(€ 20Seordeo0 ﬁéeméwcﬁﬂoeogoeﬁ @(R@é@o:&)éll ( )

(Help to find a suitable partner.)

3. cqpondeuxnndon "I'm separated.” we(googE 20EepSad, §otcopSoospdan (If a person says, "I'm
spearated", how do you think his marrital status is?)
(a) o@oioopj egz (D?fa@(J?Cfo)) a§8§:c§<§ oocp:o&)gogléz[cj):@ogoaén ( )

(He/She has been divorced legally.)
(b) oSapo0pS qpSieniss 03esa0pS (He has split up with his partner) ( )
(c) o%oiaoé @$: (a%ﬂeo?org) 988$:‘?§ (Y;)G«?GOD’SC\)@Q: ( )

onepio€ eogoqCiqeanzoln (He/She has not divorced yet at the court.)
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4. gaqi:ooo: ooo%@: o> "I've been going out with her.” v e@ocqjé c/:é:o%g@o%@ eéo?go 005330533&50?
:Déooéoac?p_s.zn (What do you think of the relationship between the speaker and the woman in the sentence
"I've been going out with her.?)
€)] oagzqé:m:qp: [gsoc)@ooéu

(They are boyfriend and girlfriend / partners.) ( )
(b) §:§: oqcudgCiqp: (96a0pSu (They are firends.) ( )
(€) codesda3uadqp: [86(0320p5 1 (They are colleagues.) ( )

Social Class

Tick the most suitable answers in the given lists.

1 o)o:eoaoorgaficcz (o%oeo?org) madm0Es oooe)'??eﬁ 330506@]:035 "JACKET REQUIRED"
o?eq:ooozooé (7% ¢ @é:ﬁﬁo:méw@é:u (What does the notice "JACKET REQUIRED" at the
enterance of a restaurant or club mean to you?)

(a) aeegio0pS 005000 (to wear warm clothes) ( )
(b) qPonémeoy 005c006s (to wear a (leather) jacket) ( )
(€) 326§00503E:005¢05307) 005c00qs (to wear a suit) ( )

2. Night Club ooog?gﬁ cr")e']:eo']ogogé "NO JEANS" o?eq:ooo:cgjé 20¢ epéof?, §o:mp_§:>o§p_§:n (What
does the notice "No Jeans" at the enterance of a night club mean to you?)
€)] QJE:G:DOE::B oorgecooq

(The person who is wearing Jeans is not allowed.) ( )
(b) qc:eonnl:cl eqpliqseqol (There isno Jeans to sell.) ( )
(© QJE:G:DOE::B oorgcoosﬁec\%o']

(It is not necessary to wear Jeans.) ( )

3. m%sé@tﬁ "The West End" sgféé:oaé eéooép@speﬁtz 0 oaéooéooq?é:n (What kind of place
"The West End' in London is?)
(@) eq:adliq:es:(0e005§ 000503 (96 0pS m0iea000 ) 0d

2gpigeseaommS:  (crowded place with theatres, ( )
shops, offices, and modern apartments of rich people.)
(b) or%cgagogesfazauézeoao @Laoée@(g: C\?G§€1§O‘8(¥S (A silent suburb) ( )

(c) 330&% C\Rom%:@o: PQP:Q G§O§(§€p C\R&?ogooc%ooo :mcéé: ( )

(A place crowded with middle class dwellers.)
4. m%a%@loogé Qpopad 39335:39(%5:9 s%ﬁtzoao:euo:oop_ﬁ @e@c‘éé:a@o:mf)éﬁogé @o%:e@q%
6320050! CHEPQpPLe @éwéuec?qaa%n 330:@33&5(}3 ¢ wéoag?é:n (Where do you think most of the
British richman go to in the evenings?)

(@ apub ( )
(b) adisco ( )
(© aclub ( )

Occupations
Tick the most suitable answer in the given list.

1. “Have you ever had a holiday job?” ojjee:g:e  “holiday job” o3 o0 6p503, §9:00p5 20§p5:1
(How do you understand the expression "holiday job" in the question, "Have you ever had a holiday job?"?)
€) ooéaao:méq(rgaeﬁmésaogé: cx?éeooo 390.36

(the job during your holiday trip) ( )
(b) 390$:G[§9®9§:0’3<§§§1 39@005):33&?5
(A permanent job at a holiday camp) ( )

(© 39@0)5:39@533@0:4{]0:@5 m:méq(ﬁﬂé?)ogqﬁsaogé:

3’9@0308(\?861@330 OJOOSS’BC\?(C) ( )
(A temporary job to replace a permanent staff who is on holidays or vacations.)
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2. “I’m doing a paper round. I don’t get a lot of money. But, I quite like it.” pmaMumif;rsm;rS “paper round”
tvkyfonf rnfonfh tvkyf jzpfoenf;/(What kind of job is 'a paper round' in the following sentences? I'm doing a
paper round. | don't get a lot of money. But, | quite like it.)

(@) mo&né:e@g@o o)ogorgq_p: Es%)eo@é: ( )
(Delivering advertisement pamphlets or fliers)

(b) madgo)oooé:qp: 39[59&\%(75(%@5 ( )
(delivering important/ urgent documents)

(c) %@0’3(’?5: 33035:@0&@5: ( )

(Delivering newspapers in the morning)
3. "Some young people in Britain go to other countries and work as volunteers." <§<§° "After he stopped working,
my grandfather was a volunteer in children's hospitals. ojjeoc(o3oC:qpze  "volunteer” 320052005
0p520p5 30p0q]:0p 20¢ oo 20 ¢pS:n (What kind of job is a 'volunteer' in the following sentences? Some
young people in Britain go to other countries and work as volunteers. After he had stopped working, my
grandfather was a volunteer in children's hospitals.)

NP C C o < N C C
a.C\?OCn?: OaJ@:CQIC?[ Q?G’BO@: OCG%G(DOC:G:DO G’DC\?O ( )
(A well-paid job that needs special skills and previous experience)
b.C\?(SC%: OaJQS:OQJéD\RbHO:DDO C\?(C)L%EGZDO G®0)§?O:§OOQS:39C\?6 ( )

(An unpaid job that only skilled and experienced one can do)
C.C\?8C$2 (7&]520’{]8?[ 38(38(\(?)8330 (\)@03’8@{3_00,:005
(33‘,@(;?05) m@oc{’?:oeqeooo G®OO§’QO$@§: 39(\35 ( )
(A low-paid or unpaid job that does not require skilled nor previous experience.)
4, ezaoagoqagc\?f)quoéga OR@[(1539§@C:QC}:LQQJE 006200 39&98 093 ea:cﬂ [ (Which job do you think
is the most undesirable?)

(@) &a5maus aeageodd (Night club singer) ( )
(b) ep5 (08| (Receptionist ( )
(c) me®208$: (Baby sitter) ( )

Famous People

A. Tick the most suitable answers in the given lists.

2. "I'd put a small statue of Beethoven on my piano." eoc(m3oS:e "Beethoven" 2005 ©pSa3 coo0
0geS[sd204pS:1 (What do you think 'Beethoven' is in the sentence, "I'd put a small statue of Beethoven on
my piano."?)

(@ &ooopoogc (amusician) ( )
(b) o&:qjsoep (an artist) ( )
(€) =83c025 (an artist) ( )

B. Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer ( the
number of the second column) in the given space.

2. 6300503¢ 665000226200 0JASqPIsSGEod @ aceqpior wrdogoli(Match the famous people and
their native country in the next column.)

(@) Cleopatra 1. Egypt
(b) George Washington 2. Canada
(c) Queen Elizabeth | 3. the UK
(d) Christopher Columbus 4.the USA
(e) Mahatma Gandhi 5. Greece
6. Italy
7. India

3. esgo&ogée@%@ooo:ewo (3(3{05@]0:(73 9530'%, c?cf: wﬁa?géeaao me@oé:eﬂo: 03 o;éogo'] i Match
the famous people in the first column and the important event in their life in the second column.)

(@) Princess Diana . is a famous singer.

(b) Madonna . killed herself by allowing a snake to bite her.

(c) Kate Moss . is the author and creator of Harry Porter.

(d) Marie Curie . died in a car accident in 1997.

(e) Marilyn Monroe . is an international model and fashion star.

. was an actress and died at the age of 36.

. discovered radioactivity and radium.

~NoO o WN -
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4GG’Q’DO’SC@EGO’S@@OZGODO@O%%%&&?@Eﬁp:&)é?(ﬁ)[&qp:?é 9830%5)8_]433(72]8@330 UDOODO(\IS@OSO(XS
328:28:03 a5 o30ln(Match the famous people in the first column and the field or study in which they are
famous for in the second column.)

(@) William Shakespeare 1. a8gopon (Science)

(b) Issac Newton 2. 900 32§0p00 (Literature)
(c) John Lennon 3. Booopoo (Music)

(d) Tony Blair 4. 0§:§/0p00 (Art)

(e) Alexander Fleming 5. @zsoneo: (Sport)

6.8C¢eq: (Politics)

7.630:0p02  (Medicine)
Places in the World
Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer (the
number of the second column) in the given space.
1. e3005e65(00lBl.qp: 03 09600503¢ cotooniearn &EEqpiacwadogol (Match the cities in the first
column and the countries in the second column.)

(@  Liverpool 1. Australia
(b) Boston 2. France
(c)  Melbourne 3. the UK
(d) Barcelona 4. the USA
()  Venice 5. ltaly
6. Spain
7. Hungary
2. canodeod(Qul §8eqp: 03 ¢E:03,00p5§ep 305(0B:qp: & wySozuli( Match the countries and the

continent where they are situated.)

(@  Egypt 1. South America

(b)  Brazil 2. Africa

(c)  The Netherlands 3. Asia

(d)  SriLanka 4. Europe

(e) Mexico 5. North America
6. Australia

3. Match the cities in the first column with famous buildings in the second column.

QII GS@O(TSGO’SE)O’] @LQ_]’):O% OOé(S(YSOgéGO:OOO:GDDO OOéﬁp:OD[’Dé 39@3000’3395: Q_IO: c?go O?éO’;)(;lII
(@  Sydney . St. Paul's Cathedral

(b)  Washington D.C . Statue of Liberty

(c) New York . the Opera House

(d) San Francisco . the Golden Gate Bridge

(e) London . the White House

. the Colosseum

. the Taj Mahal

4. GSQO(YSG(S’S@)O’] GS:D(:HO:?& U)OS(S(‘YSUO)E G(S’S@OOO:G:DO OOE: GCBODG{P:@]S OR: @03@]08%0:(}){
Q?éoé(ﬂ n( Match the regions in the first column and one of the special features in the second column.)

~NOoO OB WN -

(a) Siberia L R@éze@oorgeagoewoes 33@05339_5
(The place where it is very hot and dry)
(b) Sahara 2. Gqéqp::@o)éc}:cgé:e§eoo0(gj$:[§9§oolo_§
(An island always covered with ice)
(c)  Greenland 3.8:60m¢ &0l q:E200 Gaao[gséaoé
(The place with many volcanoes)
(d) Alaska 4, 39@85:335@0309_]0:@01 qp:eaaoesoa[;sogoaé
(The place with a large area of ever green forests.)
(e) Middle East 5.39cx3$esa:ﬁ 603056200 esoo@ogoop_oc

(Very far and remote region with terribly cold weather)
6. 39(75@(7%:%:(\391@0:@@0{35epeaoo@éooé

(The place where Eskimos live)
7.6q$2005@0m @ngeooo Gaw@éwé
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(The place rich in oil resource.)

Places in Britain

A. Tick the most suitable answers in the given list.

1. "We're flying from Heathrow Airport late at night and arriving in San Antonio the next morning."
of|eoe(03oC:e "Heathrow Airport” a0aS ep520p3(8,03¢ § 20§p5:n (In which city is "Heathrow Airport”
situated?)

(@ London ( )
(b) Bristol ( )
(c) Glasgow ( )

B. Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer (the
number from the second column) in the given space.

[N N N N N C N N [} NP
2. C0c§3§@|_°€]~) GG’D’JO’)GO’J[E)O’] G§GPQ{|OZ§(; O)(DO(DOQC c03000:200 @G@OCZ?D(T)QJO:O? OLPEU&O’] Il
oaorgaﬁésp %(ﬂorgeﬂo:(ﬁ CO00D3620D og(rgm(gogé Gq:(ﬂ in(Match the famous places in London in the first
column and one of the reasons that make these places famous in the second column.)

(@ 10 Downing Street 1. The famous detective Sherlock Holmes lived there.
(b)  Oxford Street 2. The Hyde Park is situated there.
(c)  The Tower of London 3. London's most popular shopping centre

4. The Prime Minister of Great Britain lives there.
5. The Crown Jewels are kept there.
3. Match the cities and the region in Britain where they are situated.

QII GSBOOSGOS[;)O’] @LG{IO:(?(:‘: U)OS(S('YSOQEGO:G)OZGDDO @U%%%éé? GG:DQ:H’D:«?(S O?éo@(.)’] Il

(@  Edinburgh 1. England
(b)  Manchester 2. Wales
(c) Cardiff 3. Scotland

4. Match the cities in Britain and one of the famous buildings in them.

gll @U)n?c%CC? OOCﬁp 26000 @ q_]’.) &?C ODC @ G:?_IO 419 OOCST) G200 39680000398 G:EJO ('7$ 0]7§Oé0 Il
(@  Edinburgh 1. The Big Ben
(b)  Liverpool 2. John Lennon Airport
(c) London 3. The Pisa Tower (the leaning tower)
4. The Castle
5. The Louve Museum

Food and Eating Habits
Tick the most suitable answers in the given lists.
1. 2080pS peqpo ©2:60000588¢ 3¢ poooseogad  "vegetable soup, a meat dish and some rice”
900003%5 ooéo%o‘% @éﬁnoop_gaézeogjzeg:eé@ oaéooéoo‘?é:u (If you order 'vegetable soup, a
meat dish and some rice' in a European restaurant, how do you think the food will be served?)
(@) ooeé:@cf: mézgqp:sgo:d’?: oo@[éoo&oc: méaé:eoaj:eg:eé ( )
(All the food will be served at the same time.)
(b) oo g@) ® eg?oogooé(g méaé:en&:eg:@é|

O’)é:qé [6]e o)) OOQ(S&?&U’)E: CEO%OO ( )
(Food will be served one after another; soup first, rice and meat dish
later.)

(€) »i:ond g@ 9 c;@oorgooég ooéaé:eoajze(g:aé|
ooeé:cyf:ooé: 0ol ooé:qé qo%oo ( )
(Food will be served one after another; rice and meat dish first, soup later.)
2. m:ewoéa@éogé "steak” 9o 620035] m:@on%:maaésao: "How would you like the steak?" u?ee:cgjé
0p533 [0§e[g ©pSepSan (How will you respond to the waiter's question, "How would you like the steak?" in a
restaurant?)

(a) With rice. ( )
(b) Rare, please. ( )
(c) With potatoes. ( )

3. @o:eaooorga%é oooga%ét]-) P OOIIOOQD3 @G@oézeq:ooozeooo m§§§ "To accompany this, we had a
bottle of good full-bodied house red. We were satisifed with the house "white". ooc(03oC:qp: 0pc "red!
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white" 2005 ©p520p5 o3 qpSpg§:a0§pS:n (What do the expressions "red and white" in the following

sentences refer to? "To accompany this, we had a bottle of good full-bodied house red. We were satisifed with
the house "white".)

() 8¢ (Wine) ( )
(b) 953 (Champagne) (
(©) S'aeﬁmé ooo%egeg (a kind of soft drink ( )

4, 39;)(\%8%@_?[20%"33[3_5 U)O%G‘?QO’)OS’DOfgé\S Gé&)é 0)03@:130(‘786%%088 398000003@ ®O:GODO(7§:D§§:II
(What is the main meal of British people in a day?)

(@) 50500 (breakfast) ( ) (¢) poeo (dinner) ( )

(b) e,c00500  (lunch) ( ) (d) pocouSen (supper) ( )

~—

Differences due to Climate

A. Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer ( the
number of the second column) in the given space.

L [Bo388E¢0p¢ @005 ol o qpr § ©pd0pd epad (9dovspdzn (In Britain, which season do the
following months belong to?)

sBco (April) 1. Summer
() ec3Sco (duly) 2. Autumn
(©) GS’BO(TSOC?’O’DOC\) (October) 3. Winter
(d) @;ﬁo']qm (January) 4. Spring

2. @O’D§§CCG§ GPCDBO?({p ?C OOQ)(S(DOgC G0O3000:6202 S’BG[: oo0C: S’DGTDG:H’JO? §§m§<go o;eogo']n

sge[gsor? G0:C0D3E0D %mmoogc =Nk soli (What is the country in Britain like during the four seasons in the
first column? Match the seasons and their descriptions.)
(@ Spring 1.98::}5:qp:o:uﬁeqégdgem(ﬁesp(rgeméesa:ewo

epoS’ (the time for snow and frost)

(b) Summer 2.o.§:q|o:c;oeoaooaoogéaeoao epos
(the time many flowers bloom )

(c) Autumn 3.a?1:ogo§q$| ogo:moméoorgsﬁ sfaemoézac}:qaos
(the time for outings and holidays)

(d) Winter 4. 206godgpraepCe(0atieann a8

(the time leaves change colour)
B. Tick the most suitable answer from the given list.
3. @o%%%ééogé egepageoqpézgorgq(rgoapé eéméomqo:ogé @o%oa@pé:u (In which months does the

summer vacation fall in Britain?)

(@) @3¢ &¢ [03005cogp:  (July and August) ( )
(b) s[8 §¢ cocoqp: (April and May) ( )
(€) ©0500E0m0 &¢ 300503030004y (September and October) ( )

C. Write the answers in the given space.

4. [6§e08Sea@ qpaSpon () i 326863 eqzoli (Write English words for the three seasons in
Myanmar.)

(a)
(b)
(©

Different Ways of Describing People

A. Tick the most suitable answers from the given lists.

1. "He's got fair hair." ojeoc(o3oSze "fair hair" o3 20 ©p593 §2:00p5206051 (How do you understand
the expression 'fair hair' in the sentence "He's got fair hair"?)

(@) egoc,ea00930¢ (Straight hair) ( )

(b) ﬁ:pjoeqpe@oézeoaoaéoé (Soft and smooth hair) ( )

(©) saespéecﬂoceooo(egespéaae(ﬂoo)aéoé (light blonde hair) ( )
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N N

2. @08(‘%56 419 8006”0233&0 eg:go:moeé 6159383005 (gﬁ Géi)\)éo G’QGP('Y% 39386”88?5: @5@&5 O?
¢ o

0 coogpdsi (Which do most of the British parents want to know first about their newly born baby?)
(8) omeco: & ad0¢ §.§ qj(rgcf?: aac;epé
(The colour of the hair and eyes) ( )
(b) ooecozel o3udavecoigls  (Body weight) ( )
(c) meoo:en eﬂo&}o (qlorg';{m §0031 cﬂorgaf;:o)oaéeuo:) ( )

(features on the face, e.g. eyebrow, nose, lips, etc.)
3. "He's got grey hair.” oj|eoc(3ocze  "grey hair" 03 20&ep5ad, so:c0p5a0§05:1 (How do you understand
by the expression 'grey hair' in the sentence, "He's got grey hair."?)

(@) mpSjeepc a0 (hair that is brown in colour) ( )
(b) 8:8:eepC d0E (hair that is grey in colour) ( )
() m(g)espc ado¢ (hair that is white in colour) ( )

B. Write the answers in the given space.

4, GS’B’JO’SO'] @%80@0’)0:(\?:@]0::}5 3388']03036330 aaéag(g@mo:d?:qp: Opf c0O:000:620D 080’8(\)8(788

eq:cﬂ i (Write down English equivalents for the given Myanmar expressions.)

€)] 39330:[;9”@330
(the adjective to describe the complexion that is pale in colour)

(b) 3’.;330:@0[@330
(the adjective to describe the complexion that has the colour of earth or coffee)

() 007:86200
(the adjective to describe the complexion that is black in colour)

Geographical Features

Match the items in the first column with the items in the second column and write the answer (the
number of the second column) in the given space.

1. 6390(5@(95@)01 @5@:@&3::}6 ooé:or%nc?cg 330’3@(35@330 %Eéqp:o% o?éoéo] - (Match the great rivers
and the country they are situated in?)

(@) The Thames River 1. The USA
(b) The Nile River 2. Britain
(c) The Mississippi River 3.  Egypt
4. Belgium
5.  Germany

2. ea@oo’geog[g)o’] eméco%:@: qp: §§ 95:0%0 mé%ep O%(YS@:({IO: or% ogéoréof]n (Match the
Mountain ranges and the continents they are situated in.)

(@ The Rockies 1. Europe
(b) The Himalayas 2. North America
(c) The Alps 3. Asia

4. Africa

5. South America

3. canmsewdgol eqm(03:gpias 6E:03 05§ e &EEqpod wpSogol (Match the great lakes in the
first column and the country they are situated in.)

(a) Lake Titicaca 1. Britain
(b) Loch Ness 2. on the border between Canada and
the USA
(c) Lake Superior 3. Peru
4. Mexico
5. Argentina

<

4. GS@O(BG@S@)& D MOSOQESE c;ézo%oooéeﬁep oroecrg@qp(r% o])éoéo'] i (Match the deserts and the
continents they are situated in.)

(@) The Sahara Desert 1. Asia

(b) The Atacama Desert 2. Africa

(c) The Gobi Desert 3. North America
4. Europe
5. South America

Lifestyle
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Tick the most suitable answers from the given lists.

1. Supermarket ooo%egogé Ggﬂézemoéooog; o;%ooé:m :Désfao d20m oooacrorg 020M, ¢§ 3LV ©6OI6
07 eerqlC ©p5ad [0§e[sepSspSen (How will you respond to the shop assistant's geustion, "How would you
like to pay?" in a supermarket?

(a) 1'd like to pay in cash / by credit card. ( )
(b) I'd like to pay in dollars. ( )
(c) I'd like to pay later. ( )

2. :ch?)saecqpcrg eq_lzespéza)org (a vending machine) ¢ :D@o:d’?n 5G| 8:mq(75 ®oap_5°oqgé:qp:
ooSeﬁ 63:;0(730{]03039@(5@ 208 eéwésaepo% 0%39803:?@02” (What do you need to buy something
(e.g. candies, a coffee, a cigeratte, etc.) from a vending machine?)

(@) coins ( )
(b) credit card ( )
(c) traveller's cheque ( )

O0COCo C C C N < C c N co
3. @O)@&?CCO@C (DO)@O’)ODOEGGOC: Gﬁ 39?02 [Z(epele &R@ﬁ GO CO0020: ({IOOG):O%O: G202
80568300658:03 20Eep5ad ae(0dc0tepSspSi (Which advice would you give to a British friend who got an
accedent because of the other driver's mistake and whose car was seriously damaged?)

() You should make an insurance claim. ( )
(b) You should ask for enough money from the other driver to
repair your car. ( )
(c) You should ask the police to make the other driver give you
some money to repair your car. ( )

4."1f you want to buy a house, you have to talk to your bank manager." eoc(o3oS:a0q 20 338005a§
330905 390005@@0(5: mm%e%e‘?(uo‘?é o%éoée@g:eg:q% C\$395 :>o§p_§:|| (Why do you need to talk to
your bank manager to buy a house in Britain?)

(a) 38(3005q$ 39080'3 @Gaooézooo:eoao oG qps @)goqorgsﬁ ( )
(to withdraw the money you have saved in the bank)
(b) 33@02(?)88%8@3)0 og;pé:qp:(@e[él o)o'gém @@o:s%éooao)c{’?: ( )

@aoéqp:) or% 39@0']5000@ s%éooSeﬁ 030;:)30
eg(ﬁeeﬂ:ﬁ (to borrow the money needed to buy the house)
(c) oosgooSeéo 38(30% 360l Econ: Gj U)Cﬂg(f Géﬂ:@g@éu 3’350&3@:9 ( )
205 BBy [0§300q5 320305 Bopas
(to apply for house mortgage)



